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2011 NAWJ AWARD RECIPIENTS
The National Association of Women Judges will present the following awards during the 33rd Annual Conference in Newark, New Jersey on Saturday, October 15, 2011 at the Newark Club.

Joan Dempsey Klein NAWJ Honoree of the Year Recipient
Hon. Judith Kaye (Chief Judge, New York Court of Appeals, Retired)

The Joan Dempsey Klein Award honors a judge who brings distinction to their office and to the National Association of Woman Judges as exemplified by NAWJ co-founder California Court of Appeals Justice Joan Dempsey Klein.  
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The Honorable Judith S. Kaye joined Skadden’s Litigation Group in 2009. Before joining the firm, she served as Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals for 15 years until her retirement in 2008, longer than any other Chief Judge in New York’s history. She first was appointed in 1983 by Gov. Mario Cuomo as an Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, becoming the first woman ever to serve on New York’s highest court.  Judge Kaye gained a national reputation for both her groundbreaking decisions and her innovative reforms of the New York court system. She wrote notable decisions on a wide variety of statutory, constitutional and common law issues, including rights for gay couples and the death penalty. Judge Kaye also left her mark on New York’s courts as a creative reformer, streamlining New York’s jury system and establishing specialized courts to focus on issues such as drug addiction, domestic violence and mental health issues. In addition, she created the Adoption Now program that has produced more effective procedures for children in foster care and their families. Her reforms have been implemented by many other state courts. Before her appointment to the bench, she practiced law at Sullivan & Cromwell, IBM and Olwine, Connelly, Chase, O’Donnell & Weyher, where she became that firm’s first female partner. 

Florence K. Murray Award Recipient
Elaine Metlin, Esq., Partner, Dickstein Shapiro LLP

The award is presented annually to a nominee who is not a judge, and who has, by example or otherwise, influenced women to pursue legal careers, opened doors for women attorneys, or advanced opportunities for women within the legal profession.
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Elaine Metlin is Co-Chair of NAWJ’s Resource Board and has been an active member since 2006. She is a partner in Dickstein Shapiro’s Business Litigation and White Collar Practices where she has practiced law for 27 years. In 2006, she was named Washington, D.C. head of Dickstein Shapiro’s Women’s Leadership Initiative, and was recognized in October 2008 in Profiles in Diversity Journal’s 7th Annual Women Worth Watching which honored leaders from many industries who are “determined and compassionate.” She also is a founding member of the District of Columbia Chapter of Women’s Leadership and Mentoring Alliance, a nonprofit whose mission is to cultivate networking, mentoring, and career development opportunities for women. Ms. Metlin is a life-long and passionate advocate for women. She has counseled victims of rape and abuse victims and spent hundreds of pro bono hours seeking to protect and preserve women's reproductive rights. She has served as a mentor and role model for women since she entered law school as a single mother of a two-year-old daughter in 1980. In the mid-90's, she was instrumental drafting her firm's cutting edge policy on alternative work arrangements, where women could work on a schedule reduced as much as 50 percent and still be on partnership track. She and her firm are generous supporters of NAWJ, contributing both time and resources. Dickstein Shapiro hosted an original panel on administrative courts for NAWJ judges, friends and other Washington, D.C. law firms, increasing NAWJ's visibility in the Washington, D.C. legal community. Her firm has also been a strong supporter of NAWJ in providing key leadership gifts for many NAWJ Conferences and Meetings, and has been a Landmark Sponsor of NAWJ for many years.
The award is presented annually to a nominee who is not a judge, and who has, by example or otherwise, influenced women to pursue legal careers, opened doors for women attorneys, or advanced opportunities for women.
